
 
District Instruction Materials Committee Minutes 
October 11, 2017 
Shoreline Center, Room I-107 

 

Call to Order 
Chairperson Maria Stevens called the District Instruction Committee Meeting to order at 1:06 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Amy McClellan, Amy Vujovich, Andrew Lohman, Anne Dame, Chrisy Francescutti, Cynthia 

McConnelee, Jim Golubich, Joanna Freeman, Linnea Rodriquez, Margaret Cassady, Maria 
Stevens, Ron Jones, Wendy Friedman 

Absent: Geneva Norton, Kari Bonallo, Kelly Flynt, Dr. Tanisha Brandon-Felder, Therese Schmidt   
Guest: Brett Vlahovich 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the May 24th meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
Review of Social Studies Material 
2.1 Essentials of Comparative Politics with Cases 
Essentials of Comparative Politics with Cases is a textbook submitted and presented by Shorecrest Social 
Studies Teacher, Brett Vlahovich. It is to be used for AP Comparative Government/Grade 12 and would fall 
within the Core category. AP Comparative Government was submitted by Shorewood and passed through 
PACT in March/2015. However, this textbook was not part of the PACT submission and subsequently required 
to go through the DIMC process.  
 
Essentials of Comparative Politics with Cases is an analysis of comparative politics by utilizing current and 
relevant case studies that align with the College Board’s conceptual framework for AP Comparative 
Government. The text is written by three (3) professors from the University of Puget Sound and is thematic, 
covering developed democracies over a diverse group of countries. Committee members like that the text 
doesn’t set an opinion but sets a case that allows the students to create their own comparison and/or opinion. 
 
The request is for 20 books at Shorecrest, there are currently 17 students taking the course at Shorecrest 
(originally 19 were enrolled, conflicting math schedules took away 2 students). If approved it will allow 
Shorewood to purchase additional books for this course at their building if applicable. There is also an 
electronic version, which would allow one to pick and choose the content based on need. This allows for a cost 
break, flexibility and customization of text.  
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Anne Dame moved to adopt Essentials of Comparative Politics with Cases. Wendy Friedman seconded the 
motion.  
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 13 votes. 

 
Review of Language Arts Material (Plays) 
3.1 The Little Mermaid Junior (Actor’s Script) 
The Little Mermaid Junior is a play submitted by the Lake Forest Park Elementary PTA and would fall within 
the Extension/Enrichment category for grades 4-6. It is being submitted through DIMC, as the play will be 
performed during a preview assembly during school hours.  
 
The Little Mermaid Junior (Actor’s Script) is an adaption from Disney’s Broadway production and motion 
picture, The Little Mermaid. Amy McClellan shared feedback from the Language Arts Articulation Meeting 
citing that the reading level seemed appropriate for elementary students. However, the Bias Screening (section 
8) raised concerns as all but one of the nine questions were marked as N/A. The choice of play may be lacking 
in areas such as, but not limited to: gender stereotypes, including contributions, inventions and discoveries by 
women, minorities and promoting the positive nature of differences.  
 
Amy Vujovich moved to approve The Little Mermaid Junior (Actor’s Script). Ron Jones seconded the motion. 
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 13 votes. 

 
 
Review of Language Arts Material (Plays) 
3.2 Willy Wonka (Actor’s Script) 
Willy Wonka Junior is a play submitted by the Lake Forest Park Elementary PTA and would fall within the 
Extension/Enrichment category for grades 4-6. It is being submitted through DIMC, as the play will be 
performed during a preview assembly during school hours.  
 
Willy Wonka Junior (Actor’s Script) is an adaption from Roahl Dahl’s, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Amy 
McClellan shared feedback from the Language Arts Articulation Meeting citing that the script is 
developmentally appropriate and has a good message where the character make positive choices. It was 
suggested by Geneva Norton that, on page 106, we change the language from “garbage incinerator” to 
“recycle bin” to show we are supportive of being environmentally aware. Ron Green raised the question of 
whether or not we can actually change the verbiage of a play. Amy McClellan will look into it and follow up on 
that question.  
  

Again, the Bias Screening (section 8) raised concerns as all but one of the nine questions were marked as 
N/A. The choice of play may be lacking in areas such as, but not limited to: gender stereotypes, including 
contributions, inventions and discoveries by women, minorities and promoting the positive nature of 
differences.  
 



It was agreed that we communicate to our elementary principals and PTA to think about certain filters to make 
sure that this is more transparent in our process. Future submissions that appear to bypass the Bias Screening 
will be sent back to the submitter. Chrisy Francescutti and Andrew Lohman will reinforce the message with the 
principals and Maria Stevens will reinforce the message on her blog.  
 
Amy Vujovich moved to approve Willy Wonka Junior (Actor’s Script). Ron Jones seconded the motion. 
 
DIMC unanimously approved the motion with 13 votes. 

 
Adjournment: 1:35 p.m. 


